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Dear Parents,

I would like to begin by thanking everyone for their good wishes on my recent appointment as Principal here in Rathcormac National School.  I have been privileged to work here since 1987 and I have enjoyed every day of my teaching career in our wonderful school.  I look forward to meeting you all and working together to ensure that our school continues to be a safe, happy and welcoming place for all our community.  We would like to wish Mr O’Sullivan many years of good health and happiness in his retirement.
Over the Summer we were very busy with a number of projects.

As a result of money raised at our Christmas Craft Fair last year we now have a newly refurbished room adjacent to the hall with cooking/baking facilities.  All classes will have the opportunity to avail of this facility.  The first of the goodies were delicious brownies enjoyed by all those who baked them.
We now need to build on our culinary equipment and would be delighted to accept any donations of good quality/new items such as large mixing bowls, wooden spoons / spatulas, baking/ bun trays, chopping boards or any useful kitchen items which you may have at home that you are no longer using.

In addition the school was given a full makeover to the outside.  We are delighted with the bright, fresh exterior and we have received many compliments from the local community.
I wish to take this opportunity to welcome everyone back to school.   Céad Míle Fáilte to our 32 new Junior Infants.  They are a fantastic group who have adapted really well to school life and we hope that they will be very happy here for the next 8 years. 

I would also like to extend a warm welcome too, to our new teachers, Ms Elaine Bambrick, Ms Áine Costigan and Ms Sadhbh McCarthy.   We hope that they too will be very happy in Rathcormac NS. 

As is normal at this time of the year, there are a few items of information for your attention. 
We have a lot of children enrolled with serious and some severe nut allergies.   Any items containing nuts are NOT ALLOWED in school. We appeal to you to abide by this when packing lunches.  eg. No Nutella sandwiches/snacks of any variety containing nut traces.
· Our school promotes healthy eating. To encourage this, fizzy drinks/energy drinks/PRIME, crisps of any variety and chewing gum are not allowed.   We recommend healthy lunches, consisting of fruit /veg, sandwiches/rolls, cheese/yoghurt and a healthy drink (in a reusable bottle).
· Frubes (etc) are not allowed from Junior Infants up to 1st class (incl) – while no doubt these are delicious, children in younger classes find them extremely difficult to open, and they tend to create a lot of mess. 

Children may bring a treat on Fridays – a fun sized treat.
· Please ensure that all your children’s property is clearly labelled. It is amazing how many items of clothing are collected each year. Already this year a number of jumpers have been found without labels and it proves extremely difficult to return such items to their rightful owners.  

· This year the Government provided a grant for the purchase of all books, workbooks and copies.  I would like to thank Ms Coggins (3rd class) for all the days and hours she spent ensuring that each child had all their books available for the start of the school year.  

These books are the property of the school and we encourage children to respect these books as many of them will be used in future years.   
We ask that any outstanding art/resource money be paid via your Aladdin link, as soon as possible.   
· Long hair (shoulder length or longer) must be tied up. This is for health and safety reasons as it can help to prevent the spread of head lice.  The school must be notified of any outbreaks. We advise to regularly check for head lice, and treat only when lice are present. Tea tree oil has proven useful in preventing head lice, and this may be an option for parents whose children are more susceptible to them.
· With two hundred and sixty three children attending Rathcormac National School traffic is a daily hazard.  Bus spaces must be kept clear from 9.00a.m.-9.40, and from 2.40p.m.-3.20, and yellow box at the main gate must be kept clear at all times. Impeding bus access is a serious Health & Safety issue, as the children are being placed in a dangerous situation. In the interest of children’s safety, I would urge all parents to be considerate to all road users, and to follow the one-way system (exiting at the church car-park). Parents who wish to park for any length of time should park in the church car park, as outside the school should be a drop-off area only. Please see below traffic plan for your information.
· The school’s opening hours are 9.20am-3.00pm.  We ask that you adhere to these times; children should not be late for school and should be collected promptly after school.   A number of children are being left off at school very early, and this is a concern as there is no supervision at this time.
· All infants classes are going home at 2pm.  Persons collecting infants should make themselves known to the teacher particularly for the settling in period.  One wet days children will be kept inside until persons collecting approach classroom.  Please inform the school if there are any changes to your child’s normal collection routine.
· The school is obliged under the Education Act to inform the National Education Welfare Board of any child who is absent for 20 school days.  Under this legislation parents are obliged to inform the school in writing of the reasons for any absences that may occur. (There is no need to ring the school once a note has been sent in.)  Most absences are for genuine reasons, so parents need not worry in such cases. A copy of school closures is enclosed and it is recommended that children are not withdrawn for holidays outside of these dates. 
It should be noted that Drumcondra Maths and English assessments will be administered between April  15th and May 31st in Snr Inf  – 6th class.  If children are absent for the assessment, we will not be in a position to offer individual assessments. 
· Please ensure that Catriona our  School Secretary is informed of  any changes of address, telephone numbers or email addresses.  This is extremely important to ensure you as parents are able to be contacted in an emergency and also that you are updated with all school news and events via e-mail.    ( email Catriona office@rathcormacns.ie )
· We are delighted to have a “Cash for Clobber” collection bin outside our school gate.  This is to raise funds for our school.  If you are doing any clear-out of clothes, shoes, textiles please use our collection bin.  Encourage family members/neighbours/friends to do the same.

· Finally, should you have any concerns or questions please don’t hesitate to contact us.  Our staff is always prepared to meet with parents to discuss any issues - however I would ask that you ring the office (071-9143962) to make an appointment or email Catriona office@rathcormacns.ie . (Matters of extreme urgency, naturally, will be dealt with immediately.)
Mise le meas, 

Geraldine Connell  (Principal)
Rathcormac National School

Traffic Safety Plan

Please take time to review this School Traffic Safety Plan and consider how your actions can protect our children. For the safety of all our children, we ask that you

NEVER:

· Enter or park in marked No Parking/ No Stopping areas
· Stop in traffic lanes (Remember: there are others behind you)

· Block Set Down lanes in the morning (park in designated areas if needed)

· Block traffic unnecessarily

· Reverse or U-Turn in front of the school – you could hit a child!

· Do not stop or park on the N15, or other dangerous locations, when dropping off or picking up children (average car speed is 80km/hr) 
· Put others at risk for the sake of convenience

ALWAYS:

· Follow the school traffic flow shown on the Safety Plan diagram

· Obey the one-way school traffic system

· Park in designated areas only
· Use designated Long Term Parking Areas if you need to accompany your child to/from school gates
· Be considerate of others
· Drive safely when picking up and dropping off your child/children, and especially during times of decreased visibility
· Keep an eye out for pedestrians

Always Buckle Up and Use Child Car Seats – it’s the law.
Remember, Safety is Everyone’s responsibility.  Please do YOUR part to ensure our children, and others, remain safe.  

Thank you
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